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SUB J : VIEWS OF FORMER CHIEF OF ISRAELI MILITARY DEL IN CAIRO 

1 . ON MARCH 24 VISITING DEPARTMENT OFFICER (ELLIOT) MET WITH 
IDF COLONEL ELIEZER RIMON, WHO IS A FORMER ISRAELI 
DEFENSE ATTACHE IN WASHINGTON, HE HAS RECENTLY BEEN 

THE CHIEF OF THE ISRAELI MILITARY DELEGATION IN CAIRO. 

2. RIMON WAS QUITE ANXIOUS TO RELATE HIS EXPERIENCES 
IN CAIRO. HE AND HIS FELLOW DELEGATION MEMBERS WERE 
BRACED FOR JUST ABOUT ANYTHING AFTER THE MARCH 1 1 PLO 
RAID INTO ISRAEL AND THE ISRAELI INCURSION INTO LEBANON 
A FEW DAYS LATER. HOWEVER, RIMON STATED THAT THE 
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EGYPTIANS WERE GENTLEMEN, HAD TREATED THE ISRAELI 
DELEGATION CORRECTLY, AND HAD SHOWN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF 
PERSONAL WARMTH. HE STATED THAT HE WAS ALSO 
SURPRISED AT THE LACK OF ANY POPULAR REACTION TO 
DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON. 

3. RIMON PERSONALLY BELIEVED THAT EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
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COULD CONTINUE PEACE TALKS ON THEIR OWN IF NEED BE. 

VISITING DEPARTMENT OFFICER DID NOT RISE TO THIS 
BAIT, BUT ASKED WHETHER RIMON FELT THAT THE EGYPTIAN- 
ISRAEL TALKS WERE A SUCCESS OR FAILURE. RIMON 
INDICATED THAT IN HIS OPINION "MOST ISRAELIS 
WHO COUNT FEEL THAT EVEN IF THE TALKS FAIL NOW, THEY 
HAVE ALREADY SUCCEEDED." RIMON'S INTERPRETATION WAS 
THAT CERTAIN FORCES FOR PEACE HAD BEEN STARTED. AND 
WHILE A PLO RAID, OR ISRAELI COUNTER-ACTION COULD 
SLOW, OR TEMPORARILY HALT, THE PEACE PROCESS, INCIDENTS 
WOULD NOT CHANGE THE TREND OF EVENTS. HE POINTED TO THE 
LACK OF AN EGYPTIAN RESPONSE TO THE CURRENT 
SITUATION IN LEBANON AS AN EXAMPLE AND INDICATED IT 
HAD BROADER APPLICATIONS. 

4. WHEN ASKED ABOUT REPORTS QUESTIONING THE STABILITY OF THE 
EGYPTIAN 

GOVERNMENT AND SADAT'S PERSONAL POSITIONS. RIMON 
FELT THAT THESE WERE EXAGGERATIONS AND 
DID NOT REFLECT SADAT'S TOTAL CONTROL OF 
THE SITUATION IN EGYPT. 

5. COMMENTS: RIMON’S SOMEWHAT EBULLIENT REMARKS 
PROBABLY REFLECT A COMBINATION OF INFLATED SELF-ESTEEM, 

HIS FIRST DAY TO RELAX IN SEVERAL MONTHS, AND SEVERAL 
GLASSES OF WINE. HIS REMARKS ABOUT EGYPT AND ISRAEL 
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CONTINUING PEACE TALKS EVEN WITHOUT THE US SEEMS 
TO REFLECT HIS PERSONAL DESIRES SHOULD THE CURRENT 
PROCESS COLLAPSE. HIS COMMENTS ON THE STATUS OF THE 
PEACE TALKS AND THREATS TO SADAT, HOWEVER, SEEMED TO BE AN 
OFFICIAL VIEW. VIETS 
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